
From: Sergent, Kevin sergent@uky.edu
Subject: ELIG - Post-Season Cert

Date: April 22, 2019 at 1:38 PM
To: Matt Boyer mboyer@sec.org

Matt,
 
Quick question on post-season certification to make sure the SEC’s stance is the same
as I received out west regarding what is considered a tournament for post-season
certification purposes.  Our grades are due 5/6 and we will be able to certify most for 6
units prior to that based on the grades trickling in.  If insufficient grades post by the start
of an event on 5/6 (this case women’s golf), then we’ll use their prior term’s eligibility
status.   That certification remains for the duration of that event, which would be obvious
that we’d have to certify between SEC’s and NCAAs.  My ultimate question is certification
for early rounds of NCAA tourney sufficient for later NCAA rounds, even if sufficient
grades (that may cause them to become ineligible) become available?
 
Our women’s tennis NCAA tourney begins 5/3 and with our grades not being due until
5/6, we may not have sufficient grades from spring to confirm 6 units.  If we certify a SA
from the prior term because of insufficient grades, would we have to recertify for the 5/10-
5/11 Super Regional, or 5/16-21 Finals?  My understanding is once any level of the
NCAA tourney begins, certification lasts through the duration, regardless how many
rounds it is. 
 
They address it in #10 from the ed column 5/5/16, but use multi-day track event as the
example so that’s a little different than Regionals and NCAA Finals. 
 
Let me know when you get a chance….thanks
 
Kevin

14.4.3.4.3.2.1 Certification for Multiday Events. A student-athlete who is certified
eligible for the first day of a multiday event (e.g., conference track and field
championship) remains eligible for the entire event regardless of whether additional
grades are posted after the certification deadline, provided the event concludes prior to
the start of the next regular academic term. If an insufficient number of grades are posted
for a student-athlete to be certified eligible based on the immediately preceding term and
he or she will participate in another postseason event (e.g., NCAA championship) that
occurs during the same period between regular terms, the institution must recertify the
student-athlete with grades available by 5 p.m. local time (where the institution is located)
on the day prior to the start of the additional postseason event. (Adopted: 10/21/13,
Revised: 7/31/14)
 
10. It is properly determined that an insufficient number of spring term grades were
posted as of 5 p.m. the day before a track and field student-athlete's postseason
conference meet. As a result, the student-athlete was certified as eligible for the
conference meet based on her previous fall term academic record. In the event the
student-athlete subsequently qualifies for the NCAA Track & Field Championships,
must the student-athlete's postseason eligibility be reassessed?

Yes. While a certification of eligibility for a given postseason event applies to the
entirety of the event (e.g., a multiday conference meet), a student-athlete's
eligibility for a subsequent postseason event must be reassessed as of 5 p.m. the

mailto:Kevinsergent@uky.edu
mailto:Kevinsergent@uky.edu
mailto:Boyermboyer@sec.org
mailto:Boyermboyer@sec.org


eligibility for a subsequent postseason event must be reassessed as of 5 p.m. the
day before the subsequent postseason event if the student-athlete's initial
certification was based on an insufficient number of grades.

 
 
Kevin Sergent
Associate Athletic Director for Compliance
University of Kentucky | Joe Craft Center
338 Lexington Ave. | Lexington, KY  40506
(859) 257-8604 (office)
(859) 323-4999 (fax)

http://www.ukathletics.com/
 
 
This email and any attachments may contain confidential and privileged information.  If you are not the
intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return email, delete this message and destroy
any copies.  Any dissemination or use of this information by a person other than the intended recipient is
unauthorized and may be illegal.
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From: Wesley, Jenna jenna.wesley@uky.edu
Subject: Endorsements of events involving prospects

Date: February 14, 2019 at 9:15 AM
To: Matt Boyer mboyer@sec.org
Cc: Sergent, Kevin sergent@uky.edu, Baker, Rachel rachel.baker@uky.edu

Good Morning Matt –
 
Know you are still working on the amateurism/softball PSA interp I sent you, so I
appreciate that!  Wanted to send another one to get your thoughts on.  I’m hoping it’s an
easier one and you’ve received this question before. 
 
The mayor’s office contacted our SID for women’s basketball to see if Coach Mitchell
could record a greeting with the mayor that would be played before the series of games
during the KHSAA Girls’ Sweet Sixteen basketball tournament at Rupp Arena.  The
greeting would be very generic, something such as “We want to welcome to all of the
teams, families and friends to Lexington and Rupp Arena.  Good luck to each and every
team as they fight for the state of Kentucky crown.”  Specific teams would not be
mentioned.  We remembered a discussion with you a couple years ago when you were
here about USA basketball and the thought was it was ok to wish USA Basketball good
luck generally without mentioning PSA names, without mentioning U17/U18 team names
and without tagging @USAbasketball.  I can’t recall if this was permitted because the
USA Basketball events did not involve only prospects whereas this KHSAA event would
involve only prospects.  Based on the attached chart we received from Eric Mayes a few
years ago, we can see where this could fall into the impermissible category.  However,
this chart is from a few years ago so unsure if the stance has changed, and we don’t
believe a good luck message to every team playing in the KHSAA tournament is
necessarily recruiting-related.
 
Interested in your thoughts of whether this would be considered an impermissible
endorsement or not…thank you in advance!
 
Jenna

 
11.3.2.8 Promotion or Endorsement of a Prospective Student-Athlete's Team, Coach or
Athletics Facility. An athletics department staff member shall not promote or endorse a
prospective student-athlete's team or coach, or an athletics facility that is primarily used by
prospective student-athletes. 
 
Jenna Wesley
Director of Compliance
University of Kentucky Athletics
Office: (859)257-6482
jenna.wesley@uky.edu
 
GO BIG BLUE!!!
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From: Wesley, Jenna jenna.wesley@uky.edu
Subject: Envelope/Questionnaire

Date: February 22, 2019 at 1:53 PM
To: David Batson dbatson@sec.org
Cc: Sergent, Kevin sergent@uky.edu, Mullins, Brittany brittany.mullins42@uky.edu, Butler, John butler@email.uky.edu

David –
 
Hope this email finds you well.  We are stumped on a tri-fold questionnaire in which
volleyball wants to use the attached picture “want to put on front of envelope” in place of
the Kentucky Volleyball “front of envelope” picture.  We understand questionnaires (to
freshmen and sophomores) may not include information about our athletics programs
but may include a facility picture, so our struggle is whether the backside of the
questionnaire, which is sent by itself not in an envelope is considered part of the
envelope or part of the questionnaire.  The picture they are wanting to use contains
team accomplishments and a picture of the trophy.
 
I’ve attached pictures and hopefully labeled them to where you can have a good visual. 
Please let me know if you have any questions.  We are interested in your thoughts…
thank you in advance!
 
Jenna

Questionnaires for Prospective Student-Athletes Prior to the Permissible Date to
Receive Recruiting Materials (I)
Division: I 
Date Published: October 27, 2016 
Item Ref: a 

Interpretation:

The academic and membership affairs staff confirmed that the content of a questionnaire is left to
institutional discretion.  However, prior to the first permissible date to receive recruiting materials, a
questionnaire may not include any recruiting language intended to solicit a prospective student-athlete's
enrollment, including general information about the institution's athletics programs.  An institution may,
however, include images of institutional or athletics facilities without any accompanying descriptions at
any time.  In addition, there is no restriction on the size of a questionnaire; however, at no time may a
questionnaire include a detachable portion (e.g., poster, postcard). 

RECRUITING -- PRINTED RECRUITING MATERIALS -- CONTENT OF
QUESTIONNAIRES -- GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT ATHLETICS
PROGRAM
Status: Referred

Intent: To specify that a questionnaire that is provided to an individual before the first permissible date
to provide recruiting materials or send electronic correspondence may include general information
about the institution's athletics program.

Bylaws: Amend 13.4.1.5, as follows:

13.4.1.5 Printed Recruiting Materials. As specified below, an institution may provide only the following
printed materials to a prospective student-athlete, his or her parents or legal guardians, coaches or any
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printed materials to a prospective student-athlete, his or her parents or legal guardians, coaches or any
other individual responsible for teaching or directing an activity in which a prospective student-athlete
is involved: [D]

[13.4.1.5-(a) through 13.4.1.5-(b) unchanged.]

(c) Questionnaires. An institution may provide questionnaires at any time. A questionnaire that is
provided to an individual before the first permissible date to provide recruiting materials or send
electronic correspondence may include general information (e.g., individual and team
accomplishments) about the institution's athletics program.
Jenna Wesley
Director of Compliance
University of Kentucky Athletics
Office: (859)257-6482
jenna.wesley@uky.edu
 
GO BIG BLUE!!!
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From: Sergent, Kevin
To: Matt Boyer
Cc: Mullins, Brittany
Subject: FW: IMG_1230.jpeg
Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:49:00 AM
Attachments: IMG_1230.jpeg

Matt,
 
I wanted to bring up one of our favorite topics as we are looking into the photoshoots some more with a couple staffs as
they  try to differentiate their photos.  We have been consistent that a green screen or media backdrop have to be
permanent fixtures in that location.  We have extended that to not being able to have a screen in a closet, and then bring it
out only for recruiting visits.  In looking for ways to make a screen a permanent fixture, two situations came up that are
similar and I want to confirm with you.
 

1.       Have a green screen that rolls up but is always in the same location.  For example, we have a blank wall in our
team lounge that we could leave the screen at the base, and then during photoshoots (both team and recruiting),
we’d raise it up and pin it on a hook;

2.       Have a blank screen/green screen that rolls down from the ceiling and then can roll back up at will (see photo
below). 

 
The second piece of this is in regards to having an actual photo shoot on campus.  Obviously they can take photos with
their phones when walking around, but we are interested in taking some photos at locations on campus that have the PSA
in uniform and is a full “photoshoot” at that location.  An example would be we have a big UK in front of our student
center and we’d like to set up a shoot in front of it.  It is in public view but we would not be “publicizing” this.  We wouldn’t
be drawing attention to ourselves but if a student(s) walk by, is that an issue or become publicizing it?
 
Please let me know at your earliest convenience….thanks
 
Kevin
 
13.10.2.4 Prospective Student-Athlete's Visit. An institution shall not publicize (or arrange for publicity of) a prospective
student-athlete’s visit to the institution’s campus. Further, a prospective student-athlete may not participate in team
activities that would make the public or media aware of the prospective student-athlete’s visit to the institution (e.g.,
running out of the tunnel with team, celebratory walks to or around the stadium/arena, on-field pregame
celebrations). [D] (Revised: 1/14/97, 9/12/03)
 
Kevin Sergent
Associate Athletic Director for Compliance
University of Kentucky | Joe Craft Center
338 Lexington Ave. | Lexington, KY  40506
(859) 257-8604 (office)
(859) 323-4999 (fax)
 

From: Kevin Sergent <ksergent89@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:16 AM
To: Sergent, Kevin <sergent@uky.edu>
Subject: IMG_1230.jpeg
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From: Baker, Rachel
To: Baker, Rachel
Subject: FW: 
Date: Wednesday, July 3, 2019 11:11:14 AM
Attachments: image006.png

 

From: Baker, Rachel <rachel.baker@uky.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, April 17, 2019 3:37 PM
To: Matt Boyer <mboyer@sec.org>
Subject: 
 
Matt-
 
Thanks for speaking with me yesterday evening and talking thru this scenario regarding ,
current football student-athlete.  You can see the details for the request from the SEC network below.
Per our discussion last night:
 

1. We need to find out if April 29th is considered an off day for  and be cognizant of the time
mgt legislation.  I will work with Jenna Wesley of our staff on that piece.

2. You felt like the behind the scenes access of  and access to the event itself could be
categorized as both permissible, reasonable entertainment and permissible promotional
activities (since SEC Network was using it as part of a promotional story on ).

3. You wanted us to be cautious about potential Bylaw 12.5 impermissible promotional activities
inasmuch as we needed to make sure that the final piece did not implicitly or explicitly
endorse/promote the  company.  One way to accomplish this is to make sure that both
you and I are able to review the final version before it is posted/shared. 

4. You were going to reach out to the SEC Network folks to make sure that they understand that
there are some sensitivities related to  eligibility involved with the request.

 
Anything I missed from our conversation?  THANKS AGAIN as always for your help!
Rachel
 

From: Lax, Susan <slax0@uky.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 1:59 PM
To: Baker, Rachel <rachel.baker@uky.edu>
Subject: 
 
This is what they are thinking…
 

From: Flowers, Justin <Justin.Flowers@espn.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 1:04 PM
To: Lax, Susan <slax0@uky.edu>
Subject: RE: Don't get mad at me, but.....
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Hey Susan,
 
Here is the itinerary I have in my head at least. :

 will be at Rupp on April 29th.  
If the do work out at UK than we can arrive around 12 or so we can shoot the
workout and hopefully be able to get about 15-20 minutes of it.
Doors should open at 7 pm, show starts at 8(so obviously want to do everything before the
doors open)
Our plan is to arrive there sometime around 2-5, be able to walk around and meet superstars
and have him live out his  dream
If he can get in the , on the stage, for specialty shoot purposes would be great, but
obviously at the discretion of .
It should just be one camera man and an audio person.

 
Thanks again, and hopefully we get the go ahead.
Let me know if they need anymore insight as to what I am trying to do.
Justin Flowers

Producer-Editor                        

 
 
 
 

 



From: Baker, Rachel
To: Baker, Rachel
Subject: FW: 
Date: Wednesday, July 3, 2019 11:11:47 AM

 

From: Baker, Rachel 
Sent: Sunday, January 27, 2019 10:23 AM
To: 'Matt Boyer' <mboyer@sec.org>
Cc: 'Will Lawler' <wlawler@SPORTS.UGA.EDU>; Sergent, Kevin <sergent@uky.edu>
Subject: UK Football SA who is interested in participating in 
 
Hi Matt!
 
Thanks again for everything you did to help prepare us for the meetings/votes at Convention.  Very
well done Thursday morning during the SEC meeting! 
 
I wanted to try to gather some thoughts from you about a situation that has come up involving one
of our football student-athletes who recently joined the .   

, and there has been quite a bit of publicity about his love of  over the last couple of
years (see here for a link to a special that aired on “  earlier this year: 

  He recently stopped by to see me because he
has joined the  and wants to make sure that he is not doing anything to
jeopardize his football eligibility.  Below are the facts involving his participation, and then I have
identified a few interpretive questions that require your assistance.  I have also copied Will on this
email because has indicated that  also participates on a  at

  Will and I talked-and he was interested in the information that would be going back/forth
on this exchange so I told him I would cc him. 
 

The  has sponsors.  These sponsors are identified on the team shirts
and are periodically recognized in various social media posts.
In order to participate on the , each member had to pay $200 to join. 

 paid the entry free requirement. 
Fees cover club t-shirts, jerseys, hats, and tournament entry fees and possibly even hotel
stays for overnight tournaments.
The club pays entry fees for the participants to participate in the various 
tournaments.  These tournaments take place both within the state of Kentucky and outside
the state. 
Team members will be traveling to these tournaments via carpool.
The club periodically holds fundraisers to raise money to help offset costs.  Currently, the
team is working on obtaining a gas station sponsor to help cover team members
transportation costs and plans on participating in a fundraiser at the  at the
Lexington Convention Center in February. 
Competitive  Equipment can be very expensive   The club
would like to also seek out donations for  equipment for team members. 
Prizes are awarded to the winners of tournaments.  Prizes can include up to free equipment,

 and cash prizes.

 
Questions for consideration:

1. Can participate in tournaments with the ?
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2. Can  accept any prizes won with the  team?
3. Can wear t-shirts/jerseys that contains sponsors for the  team?
4. Can  tweet or help promote the team’s fundraising activities?

 
Because Amateurism rules are sport specific I think that his participation in this club is all permissible
and therefore, the above four questions have “yes” answers.  However, his involvement in the
fundraising activities and sponsorships is the one area that concerns me that I need clarification on. 
 
Thanks for any assistance that you can provide-and please let me know if you need any additional
information.
Rachel
 
 
Rachel Newman Baker
Executive Associate AD, Compliance
Joe Craft Center
338 Lexington Ave.
Lexington, KY 40506
 



From: Sergent, Kevin
To: Matt Boyer
Cc: Mullins, Brittany
Subject: FW: IMG_1230.jpeg
Date: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:49:00 AM
Attachments: IMG_1230.jpeg

Matt,
 
I wanted to bring up one of our favorite topics as we are looking into the photoshoots some more with a couple staffs as
they  try to differentiate their photos.  We have been consistent that a green screen or media backdrop have to be
permanent fixtures in that location.  We have extended that to not being able to have a screen in a closet, and then bring it
out only for recruiting visits.  In looking for ways to make a screen a permanent fixture, two situations came up that are
similar and I want to confirm with you.
 

1.       Have a green screen that rolls up but is always in the same location.  For example, we have a blank wall in our
team lounge that we could leave the screen at the base, and then during photoshoots (both team and recruiting),
we’d raise it up and pin it on a hook;

2.       Have a blank screen/green screen that rolls down from the ceiling and then can roll back up at will (see photo
below). 

 
The second piece of this is in regards to having an actual photo shoot on campus.  Obviously they can take photos with
their phones when walking around, but we are interested in taking some photos at locations on campus that have the PSA
in uniform and is a full “photoshoot” at that location.  An example would be we have a big UK in front of our student
center and we’d like to set up a shoot in front of it.  It is in public view but we would not be “publicizing” this.  We wouldn’t
be drawing attention to ourselves but if a student(s) walk by, is that an issue or become publicizing it?
 
Please let me know at your earliest convenience….thanks
 
Kevin
 
13.10.2.4 Prospective Student-Athlete's Visit. An institution shall not publicize (or arrange for publicity of) a prospective
student-athlete’s visit to the institution’s campus. Further, a prospective student-athlete may not participate in team
activities that would make the public or media aware of the prospective student-athlete’s visit to the institution (e.g.,
running out of the tunnel with team, celebratory walks to or around the stadium/arena, on-field pregame
celebrations). [D] (Revised: 1/14/97, 9/12/03)
 
Kevin Sergent
Associate Athletic Director for Compliance
University of Kentucky | Joe Craft Center
338 Lexington Ave. | Lexington, KY  40506
(859) 257-8604 (office)
(859) 323-4999 (fax)
 

From: Kevin Sergent <ksergent89@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2019 10:16 AM
To: Sergent, Kevin <sergent@uky.edu>
Subject: IMG_1230.jpeg
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